
Nina moved into the castle with her family when 
she was four or five, and loved growing up there. 
“When you’re a child, you take your surroundings 
for granted but I had a great time with my friends 
playing in the attics and woods. When I moved 
away to go to university, I saw it with fresh eyes 
when I came home for the holidays. Mum’s still 
involved with running the estate, but she and I 
have swapped roles in terms of responsibility. I 
now run the estate with the help of estate 
manager Matthew Mills. 

Although she read geography at Cambridge rather 
than taking a business or marketing degree, Nina 
clearly has the commercial drive essential to keep 
all her myriad of plates spinning at once. 

“None of the rest of my family are horsey at all – 
my sister, Cleo is a shoe designer in London – so I 
think it may have skipped a generation or two with 
me. I started to get interested when I was nine or 
ten, as a lot of my friends rode and were in Pony 
Club. Dad bought me a little brown Welsh pony 
called Lady, and that was the start of it! From that 
point on, I’ve always had horses, and I started 
eventing. Gradually, I switched to show jumping as 
that was always my strongest discipline and I 
wanted to concentrate on one thing. My stand-out 
horse was a stallion called Lord Louis – he was 
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SARA WALKER meets Nina Barbour,
show jumper and owner of the Bolesworth 
Estate in Cheshire. 

I t’s a sunny spring morning, and I’m 
waiting for Nina Barbour in a neat, 
functional meeting room. There’s one 
difference between this and the average 
accountants’ or solicitors’ office, though 
– everywhere, there are examples of 

equestrian awards, plaques and event posters, 
along with horse sculptures and some beautiful 
equestrian bronzes. From the window, I can look out 
not over a car park but at stables and a neat round 
pen. This show office, built above the stable yard in 
the 7,000 acre Bolesworth Estate, is the hub of 
Nina Barbour’s equestrian organisation.

Seconds later, the lady herself appears, pretty and 
petite with long dark hair and refreshingly down to 
earth in breeches and half chaps.

Just 37 now, Nina was only 27 when her father, 
Anthony, died and she started to run the estate 
along with her mother, Diana. It now employs well 
over 1,000 people across well over 100 
commercial enterprises, as well as hosting the 
glamorous Bolesworth International Show Jumping 
every year in June.

The house attached to the estate is Bolesworth 
Castle, built in the 1850s and adapted a century 
later by the famous architect Clough Williams Ellis. 
The Castle, with its beautiful formal gardens and 
stunning view over the Cheshire countryside, has 
been home to the Barbour family since the turn of 
the last century, around 1900. From the terrace, 
the main arena and warm up arenas which host 
the annual international showjumping event look 
oddly naked in the spring sunshine without the 
crowds of people and grandstands. 

SARA WALKER meets Nina Barbour,
show jumper and owner of the Bolesworth 
Estate in Cheshire. 
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Nina in action, competing with Calle.Nina in action, competing with Calle.



the first horse I really started showjumping on, 
through my trainer Gill Millner.” 

Her flagship event, Bolesworth International, 
has now been running for 10 years. “My dad 
died the first year we were going to run it, and 
although he didn’t see the actual event he 
knew we were doing it, which I’m really 
pleased about. I originally thought about 
having a three-day event, but we’re on heavy 
clay soil here and a lot of the estate is given 
over to dairy farming, so logistically show 
jumping made more sense. We offered the 
highest prize of any national show to attract 
the big name riders, and it’s gone from 
strength to strength,” she says, as we walk 
through the stable yard to meet one of her 
current young horses. 

Bred by Nina’s own stallion Ramiro B at 
Hartshill Stud, the project she started with 
event rider Oliver Townend in 2009, the 
gorgeous Cushlas Reviro is a six-year-old, 
16.3hh bay with a commanding presence. “His 
stable name is Bear, and he’s just starting his 
show jumping career, he’s just come back from 
Portugal,” explains Nina, laughing and pushing 
away Bear’s questing nose as he frisks her for 
polo mints. Bear poses obligingly for the 
camera, with Nina noticeably more relaxed 
now she’s got a horse nearby.

She still rides regularly, and competes 
whenever she can. “As I live on the estate, I
don’t tend to get a lot of down time although I do 
have a fantastic team to help me, including 
Matthew, my estate manager,” she says. “I find it 
really exciting, not a tie – but it is important to be 
able to close the door at the end of the day. I like 
to go abroad to shows, as it’s like a mini holiday 
for me! The trouble is now, I tend to look at
events as an organiser rather than a competitor. 
Getting the public side right is much harder than 
getting the actual competition right, so I’m always 
looking for ideas.”

Not content with running one international show 
jumping event, in 2015 Nina launched Liverpool 
International Horse Show. “I’d been to the Gucci 
international show in Paris, and loved it as an 
idea. I thought there was space for another indoor 
show in the equestrian calendar. Our first show 

was a real learning curve, and we’re constantly 
using what we’ve learnt to refine the programme, 
but at least organising an event indoors means 
you’re not weather dependent. Once Liverpool is 
really established and running itself, I’d like to take 
the concept elsewhere, maybe aboard. As for the 
future of the Bolesworth Estate, it’s a funny time 
for farming, and a lot of our dairy farms have been 
amalgamated into bigger farms which means there 
are buildings becoming available on the estate. 
I’ve always got lots of ideas in the pipeline, and 
there are lots of opportunities for partnerships – 
I’d like to open a hotel here, for example.”

Running a venture of the size and scale of 
Bolesworth Estate, which encompasses so many 
people’s livelihoods, is a responsibility that verges 
on the terrifying. For Nina Barbour, though, it’s 
clear that it’s a challenge she’s thriving on. 

www.horseandcountryside.com 19

DRESSAGE
BOLESWORTH 
INTERNATIONAL
HORSE SHOW
The golden girl of British 
Dressage, Charlotte Dujardin is to 
compete at this year’s Bolesworth 
International Horse Show.

Spectators will also get the rare 

chance to see her training and 

producing her young horses 

during a masterclass with her 

mentor, trainer and great friend 

Carl Hester.

Said Charlotte: “This new CDI*** 

on British soil is very exciting 

for the sport and the whole 

dressage community is backing 

this new venture and the 

foresight that Nina Barbour has 

in putting on more dressage over 

the first two days.”

Dressage fans can enjoy watching 

top horses and riders over the 

first two days of the show, with 

the competition focus getting 

underway on Wednesday, June 

14 with a 12noon start, the 

CDI*** Grand Prix at 2pm, 

followed by the Carl Hester 

demonstration and the Inter 

1 Freestyle at 6pm.

Thursday, June 15 

promises a full day of 

competitions, starting 

at 9am with the Prix St 

George invitational event.

The view from the castle terrace looks out over The view from the castle terrace looks out over 
the arenas used for the international event.the arenas used for the international event.

Nick Skelton and Big Star competing at Nick Skelton and Big Star competing at 
the 2016 Bolesworth event.the 2016 Bolesworth event.

Left:
Charlotte 
Dujardin is just 
one of the stars 
returning to 
Bolesworth in 
2017.

Below:
Nina at the 
dressage launch 
of Bolesworth 
2017 at Carl 
Hester’s yard. 
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Bolesworth International 2017 will take place from 14 to 18 June.
For more information, visit bolesworthinternational.com.

 The 2017 Liverpool International Horse Show will take place from 29 to 31 
December. For more information, visit liverpoolhorseshow.com.

P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

:
P

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
:

W
rite

 Im
a

g
e

 fo
r y

o
u

 M
e

d
ia

W
rite

 Im
a

g
e

 fo
r y

o
u

 M
e

d
ia

Bolesworth Castle, built in the 1850s, is Bolesworth Castle, built in the 1850s, is 
now home to Nina’s mother Diana.now home to Nina’s mother Diana.
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